al Oppoſers of the Repeal of the 
Penal Laws againft PaeisTs in 
SCOTLAND. 
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To al Royal Bunde, Towns, Cons 
Porations, Pariſhes, and Indivi- 
duals, in Scotland, who have de- 
clared their abhorrence of PorkRx, 
and their intention to oppoſe the 

repeal of the Penal Laws againſt 

Parisrs here. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Proteſtant, who has been a ſpectator of 
the late general alarm about the repeal 
of our laws reſpecting Popery, begs 

your attention to a few thoughts on this im- 

portant ſubject. 

You have ſhown your patriotiſm, love of 
your country, and of your poſterity, and the 
value which you put> upon the juſt rights of 
Scotland, by your timely oppolition to a pro- 
poſed act of the Britiſh parliament, which, 
if paſſed, would have deſtroyed and annihi- 
lated all your rights, facred and civil; rights 
which Scotſmen conſider as their greateſt pri- 
vilege. 
Prroteſtants of all denominations view the 
ſucceſs of your oppoſition with pleaſure, not 
only becaule the repeal is dropt, but becauſe it 
is now 7 clearly evident, that the Britiſh parlia- 
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ment hath no right to repeal any of the fin 


laws which were in force at the time of making 


the Union. 
When our fathers conſented 40 make a ſo- 


lemn treaty, uniting the kingdoms of Eng- 
land and Scotland, it was upon this expreſs 


condition, as a preliminary, That Scotland 


ſhould for ever enjoy all its rights and privi- 
leges, according to the laws of the land at that 


time, contained in the Claim of Right, and o- 


ther acts of parliament; by which Popery was 
for ever abjured, and the Preſbyterian mode 
of Proteſtant religion was perpetually eſtabliſh- 
ed in Scotland. Hence the Britiſh parliament 


| hath no more right to tolerate Popery in Scot- 
land, or make any alteration in our ancient 


laws, than it has to alter the laws of Ruſſia, or 
any other kingdom whatſoever. 8 

In the year 1707, England treated with Scot- 
land as an independent ſtate. Both nations de- 
clared publicly 8 conſent to the preliminary 


articles of che Union; of which the laws then 


in force againſt Papiſts'i in Scotland was none 


of the moſt inconſiderable: therefore theſe 


laws mult remain in force whilſt the Union 


laſts; and if theſe laws are repealed, the Union 


is diffolved. The benefit of the laws made a- 


gainſt Popery and Papiſts in Scotland before 


the year 1707, is as truly the right of Scotſ- 


men, as any thing they ever did or can enjoy, 
and can never be juſtly taken from them, on 


any pretence whatſoever, while the Union 
laſts. 


W. ith reſpect to the charge of perſecution, 
which 
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which the Papiſts and their friends would fix 


on you, there is nothing more falſe or-abſurd. 


To perſecute, is to deny men the enjoyment 
of their juſt rights, to invade their perſons, 
and take away their rights by force; but Pa- 
piſts have not had any rights within Scotland 
theſe two hundred years. The Scots Papiſts, 
in the year 1579, had ſome reaſon to plead 
their rights; but as ſeveral generations have 


paſſed away ſince that time, in which Papiſts 
had no rights, nor any nomen juris, in this land, 
they can have but a weak plea of right now. 


If all, or even the major part of Papiſts in 


Scotland at this day, were deſcended from 
thoſe Scotſmen who adhered to the Pope at the 
time of our Reformation, had retained their 
tenets uniformly, and been always peaceable 


ſubjects during the interval fince that time, 
they would have ſome reaſon to plead for com- 
paſſion: but this is not the caſe; the majori- 
ty of Papiſts, eſpecially in the more populous 


parts of Scotland, are either ſtrangers from a- 
broad, or converts lately gained by Popiſh 


prieſts. Foreign Papiſts come here, either to 
gain their bread, or are ſent by Popiſh zealots 


to entice our people to embrace their ſuperſti- 


tion; in which they have been indeed too ſuc- 


ceſsful. All theſe came here at their peril: 
they knew that they were liable to be puniſh- 
ed by our laws for ſettling here, and eſpecially 
for attempting to exerciſe any part of a cleri- 
cal function. Since this is matter of fact, if 


they have taken up their reſidence here, — 


built chapels or maſs-houſes, — held unlawful 
allemblies, 
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aſſemblies, —endeavoured to propagate their 
doctrine, and make converts to their party; 
and all this contrary to law, which they very 
well knew; and, not content with. all they 
had done, have attempted to deſtroy the con- 
ſtitution of this kingdom, by getting the laws 
of the land repealed in their favour, and there- 
by rouſed the inhabitants into reſentment a- 
gainſt them: — if they have now got a check 
for their unparallelled impudence, pray who 1s 
to blame? 
During above forty years preceding the pre- 
; ſent, Papiſts were allowed to live here in peace. 
They were as well emploved in their ſeveral 
occupations, as well paid for their labour, or 
goods, as any party of men within the king- 
dom. The mild execution of our laws (and 
which by all appearance would have continued 
For ever as mild had the Papiſts been quiet) | 
rendered them as happy as even loyal ſubjects 
could be, until they awakened the attention 
of the public by their ſhameleſs inſolence. They 
are not perſecuted, but ſhghtly chaſtiſed, con- 
ſidering their offences. 

When aliens reſide in any kingdom or ſtate, 
it is upon this condition, That they behave 
themſelves peaceably, giving no diſturbance 
to the government, nor to the inhabitants. 
All Fapiſts are aliens in Scotland. Have they 
beha ved as ſuch? Are they not aggreſſors in 
the preſent diſpute? Have they not attempt- 
ed to ſubvert the conſtitution of our country, 
both civil and religious? If they have not 
ſucceeded, but by their eee beha- 

viour 


EY. 1 
viour have awakened this nation, and made us 
ſee the danger we are in from the number of 

Papiſts amongſt us; if their conduct demon- 
ſtrates, that Papiſts are, and always will be, 
enemies to Proteſtants; and if the multitude, 
enraged at them on this account, has given 
them a check; will any reaſonable man call 

_ this perſecution ? Surely none. 

Our fears are now happily allayed, the Pa- 

+ pilſts diſappointed, and our valuable rights re- 

main entire. Whilſt we are thankful to God, 

who has mercifully preſerved our country in 

ſuch imminent danger, we ought now to conſi- 

der what improvement we ſhould make of this 
remarkable event. 

For a great while preceding the year 1778, 

the whole kingdom was quiet with reſpect to 
the proceedings of Papiſts. Their prieſts of 
all kinds were ſuffered to reſide where they 
pleaſed, travel where they would, and, which 
was more extraordinary, do what they thought 
proper, for the intereſt of their party, and diſ- 
ſeminating of their tenets. They availed them 
ſelves of the opportunity, and made converts 
with no leſs ſucceſs than aſſiduous diligence. 
It is reported, that they gained ſeveral hun- 
dreds in Edinburgh during the laſt two years. 
If they had proportional ſucceſs in other parts 
of Scotland, we may be aſtoniſhed at the im- 
minent danger which we have eſcaped! Had 
the nation remained in the ſame lethargic con- 
dition as it has done for many years paſt, 
and Popiſh prieſts gone on for a courle of 


years with equal ſucceſs, who can tell how 
ſoon 


hold dear as men and Chriſtians, would have 


jc v3 


ſoon they might Sa been ial, if not ſi ok : 

Tior, to the Proteſtants in number? And he a : 
this come to paſs, the conſequences may be ea- 
fily imagined. Laws, liberty, ſafety, and peace! 
— free uſe of the holy ſcriptures ! all that we 


been annihilated, and our poſterity made per- 
petual ſlaves to the Pope and his vermin, falſely 
called clergy! But, 
Since we are for the preſent freed fron the 

: fears of ſuch a dreadful event, and ſince a 
great majority of the inhabitants of Scotland 
have declared their abhorrence of Popery, and 
their intentions to do all in their power in a 
legal oppoſition to the toleration of it; our pre- 
ſent care ſhould be, to conſider what is incum- 
bent upon us as Chriſtians, to prevent the in- 
creaſe of Papiſts, and the ſpreading of their ſu- 
perſtition amongſt us, for the future. The 
moſt obvious method of ſuppreſſing Popery, 
and driving Popith prieſts out of our country, 
is the execution of our laws, Let magiſtrates 
do their duty; and ſince the penal laws remain 
in force, we may eaſily defend ourſelves againſt 
the attacks of Popery. 

Our magiſtrates ſhould remember, that it is 

incumbent on them to take care of the public 
fafety by a juſt execution of the laws, They 
may be aware, that the eyes of the nation are 
now open to the ſhameful neglect of our laws; 
and if the magiſtrates will not execute them, 
they are guilty of all the miſchief that may 
happen from the rage of a tumultuary pro- 
ceeding. If the mob at Edinburgh and, Glaſ- 
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gow: have done wrong, it was N owing 
to the neglect of magiſtrates in ſuffering the 
laws to be broken daily before their eyes; and 
if they continue negligent, may they not ex- 
pect much greater and more violent convul- 
lions than any that have yet happened? The 
great body of this nation will not ſit ſtill 
quietly, and ſee themſelves always cheated. 

They have ſhown a zealous regard for their 
laws and rights; and it cannot be ſuppoſed, 
that they will be content with laws which are 

ſuffered to lie dormant and uſeleſs. 

This is a proper ſeaſon for all Proteſtants 
{citizens of Edinburgh, and of other burghs 
where Popiſh prieſts reſide) to petition the ma- 
giſtrates, that they make public proclamation, 
ordering Popiſh clergymen of every denomi- 
nation to depart out of the city and liberties 
within a limited time; certifying, that if any 
be found after that time is expired, they mall 
be puniſhed as the law directs. 

Proteſtants in the country, and in villages, 

ſhould petition the ſheriffs of their counties, 

and juſtices of the peace, to the ſame purpoſe. 
We have been long blind to the motions of 
our enemies; it is now high time to awake. 
Our fathers gave their lives and fortunes to 
drive Popery out of this kingdom: they made 
laws to prevent their return; and {hall we ne- 
glect to execute theſe laws, Which they purcha- 
ſed for us at ſo dear a rate ? 

Beſides the magiſtrates, our clergy might 
do a great deal towards preventing the growth 
of Popery. If miniſters act up to their en- 
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gagements, watch over their flocks, and live : 
in friendſhip with them; be patterns to them 
of faith and: holy obedience; 1uch 1s the power 


of example, that there would be little danger 


of the common people going aſtray, It may 


be very juſtly ſaid, that much of the ſucceſs 


of Popith clergy here is owing to the indolence 


and negligence of our own. If every miniſter 


of a pariſh be diligent in viſiting his people, 
making himſelr acquainted with their degrees 


of knowledge, their principles, their private 
converſation, and their diligence in attending 


the ordinances of religion; inſtructing the ig- 
norant, reproving the diſobedient, and encou- 
raging ſuch as are weak; it cannot be ſup- 


poſed, that they would be in much danger bo 
being. infected with the errors of Popery, or 


ſeduced by the pricſts of that denomination, 
Such is the indolence of ſome of our Edin- 
burgh clergy, that after being ſettled near 


twenty years, they have not vet viſited half of 


their pariſhes, When miniſters behave in this 
manner, — when the ſhepherd ſleeps, — muſt 


not the flock wander, and be in danger of be- 
ing devoured by 4 beaſts ? yy 


It is to be hoped, that all miniſters of the 
church of Scotland will be more attentive to 
their flocks for the future; and if, notwith- 
ſtanding the care and diligence of the miniſter, 
any of his people {hall renounce the Proteſtant 
faith, and turn Papiſt, let the miniſter an- 
nounce ſuch a perſon's caſe from the pulpit, with 
ſuitable exhortations to the congregation; and if 
the perſon continue obſtinate in his apoſtaſy, let 


the 


wo 
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the law be executed upon him without delay 
it is better that an infected member be cut of 
than the whole body be corrupted. Such cler- 
gymen as are known to be negligent in their 
duty, ſhould be called to account for their con- 
duct before proper judges. 
It is in the power of burghs, towns, and 
corporations, to do a great deal towards the 
ſuppreſſion of Popery. Each community 
ſhould examine, whether any profeiled Papiſt 
enjoys equal privileges with Proteitants a- 
mongſt them; and if any have crept in, they 
ſhould be expelled : for ſince Papiſts have no 
title to any privilege of citizens, or freemen, 
in Scotland, it is the duty of every commu— 
nity who wiſhes to preſerve our laws and li- 
berties entire, to execute theſe laws as far as 
their power extends. If individuals who be- 
long to ſuch communities and corporations, 
appear publicly as oppoſers of Popery, and at 
the ſame time give encouragement to Papiſts 
amongſt them, they are guilty of vile hypo- 
criſy, Such a meaſure, if adopted by all pu- 
blic bodies, would have many good effects: 
It would point out ſuch as are profeſſed Papiſts 
to the people at large, and put them on their 
guard againſt employing them in any art, call- 
ing, or profeſſion; it would be one mean of 
preventing foreign Papiſts to ſettle amongſt 
us; and it would diſcourage the irreligious, 
ignorant, and profane, amongſt ourſelves, 
from profeſſing the Popiſh ſuperſtition, and 
thereby encouraging Popiſh prieſts, _ 

It was the intention of our wiſe and reli- 
* T1005, 
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vious anceſtors, to baniſh Popery for ever 
om Scotland. In order to accompliſh this, 
they enacted laws againſt inborn Papiſts, 
or giving them any encouragement to remain 


in the kingdom. They entered into public ſo- 
lemn engagements, binding themſelves and 


their poſterity to oppoſe Popery for ever, to 
the utmoſt of their power. All who pretend 
to be Preſpyterians, and to approve of our glo- 
rious Reformation, are bound by every tie to 
do their utmoſt to oppoſe the Growth of Pope- 


ry here. Private humanity, and good-nature, 
are out of the queſtion. There 1s a great dif- 


ference between pitying an object in diſtreſs, 
and encouraging thoſe whoſe principles tend 
to entail miſery and flavery on our poſterity. 
If I fee a Papiſt in diſtreſs for want of bread, 


it is my duty, as a Chriſtian, to afford him 


preſent ſupply; but it would be the greateſt 
wickedneſs, to encourage him to ſettle in_ 
the town or community to which I belong, 


Such a perſon hath, or naturally will have, 


children, friends, and connections. If he be 


zealous, he will at leaſt teach his own family 


to adhere to his principles, and endeavour to 


perſuade his intimates to think as he does; 


and of courſe will do what he can to propagate 
his religion, 


If all men were good Chriſtians, well ac- 
quainted with Proteſtant principles, and fully 
informed what Popery is, there would be no 
danger of any Proteſtant turning Papiſt ; but 
the truth is, very few underſtand the prin- 
Eiples of that ation which they profeſs, and 
fewer 
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fewer underſtand half of the myſtery of wie- 
kednefs called Popery. There is not one rea- 
ſoriable man in Scotland who would profeſs 
Popery, if he were properly informed what it 
is. Popiſh prieſts do all they can to hide the 
light: they jeither deny or diſguiſe their 
principles among Proteſtants, and deceive their 
deluded converts into a compliance, without 
giving them fair play. Thus only they have 
ſucceſs; and hence we ſee the danger of ha- 
ving Papiſts in our country, and the reaſon 
why we ſhould watch againſt all their at- 
tempts. But, 

Beſides magiſtrates, miniſters, burghs, and 
corporations; even individuals, although not 
connected with any legal public body, have it 
very much in their power to diſcourage the 
growth of Popery. There is perhaps more in 
the power of the great body of inhabitants, 
than in any or all the other orders of men in 
the kingdom. If there had not been a ſhame- 
ful negligence amongſt all ranks of Proteſtants 
in this country, Papiſts could not have in- 
creaſed amongſt us as they have done of late 
years. Although our laws have been very 
much neglected, and ſome of our clergy have 
failed in their duty, the increaſe of Papiſts 

has not ariſen from theſe cauſes alone. The 
great caule is the general encouragement given 
to profeſſed Papiſts in their ſeveral callings 
whereby they gain their bread, Men of all 
religions will reſide where they can find em- 
ployment : it is therefore in vain to complain 
; of the growth of Popery, whilit we encourage 
thoſe 
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baniſh them, if all who p 
teſtants would only withdraw their encourage- 
In this manner Papiſts may be expel- 
led, without invading their perſons, or their 


with them; 
any from them. 
adopted by all Proteſtants, foreign Papiſts who 
reſide amongſt us would ſoon be obliged to 
depart, 
would either be obliged to follow them, or re- 
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thoſe who profeſs to be Papiſts. Now if the 
Proteſtant inhabitants of Scotland wiſh to ſup- 
preſs Popery, they may do it eaſily and effec- 


tually, by giving no employment to its profeſ- 
ſors; and as Papiſts cannot live without bu- 
ſineis, they would ſoon be obliged to depart 
out of the kingdom of their own accord. 


There would be no need of laws to curb or 
retend to be Pro- 


ment, 


property: Let them alone; have no dealings 
with them ; neither buy from them, nor fell 
them any thing; neither borrow nor lend 
give them no viſits, nor receive 
If this line of conduct were 


and the converts they have made, 
turn to the eſtabliſhed church. If in this 
manner Papiſts were diſcouraged, and their 
numbers leſſened, we need be under no ap- 
prehenſion from their prieſts: if their party 


were poor, and few in number, their prieſts 


would ſoon diminiſh in proportion. 


It has been alledged, that the propoſed repeal 
would not have given profeſſed Papiſts 2 legal 
Tight to open ſchools, and take charge of the 


education of youth in Scotland. But, however 


ſtrange it may appear, it is a truth, that Pa- 


piſts, without any right at all, in defiance of 


the moſt clear and politive ay to the contrary, 
have 


5 J- 
have. WI long poſſeſſed of this privilege. 
There are at this time in Edinburgh many 
zealous Papiſts, who teach French, Italian, 
dancing, drawing, fencing, muſic, and other 
branches of polite education. Nor is it only 
among their own party that they find employ- 
ment, they are employed by Proteſtants of all 
ranks and denominations, and by many who 
profeſs themſelves to be zealous againſt Popery; 
yea, are often preferred to other teachers, 
whoſe principles and character ſhould recom- 
mend them to public regard. Some Papiſts 
enjoy conſiderable poſts, ive in an eaſy af- 
fluence, and have it in their power to contri- 
bute largely to the ſupport of their prieſts. 
Such is the general inattention to the inte- 
reſts of our country, and of our religion, that 
ſome of thoſe gentlemen who appeared active 
in oppoſing the repeal, had, at that very time, 
their children and friends under Popith reach- 
ers; not conſidering, that they were ſupport- 
ing Popery, and infringing the laws, yea ren- 
dering them uſeleſs, when at the ſame time 
they pretended to contend for them. They 
{pent their money with one hand to encourage 
Papiſts coatrary to the laws, and with the o- 
ther to preſerve theſe ſame laws. Nor is it 
only a few of the thoughtleſs multitude who 
act ſo abſurdly: men of the firſt quality and 
character in the kingdom, gentlemen, clergy, 
lawyers, and 1n general all ranks, are equally 
guilty of this unaccountable conduct. Papiſts 
are not only empaget to teach youth of both 
ſexes, and of all denominations ; they are often 
— conſulted 
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conſulted about their further education, ad | 
about the proper perſons who ſhould be em- 
ployed to teach them: ſo that .Popiſh teachers, 
by means of our folly and inattention, have 
the education of 7 very much in their 
power, notwithſtanding of the ſeverity of our 
laws againſt them. This is no new thing: 
che cuſtom has prevailed more or leſs for a- 
dove twenty years. Hence 
We need not inquire, whether Papiſts wet 
attempt to ſet up ſchools, if their religion were 
| tolerated : they have done it ſucceſsfully for a 
long time without a toleration ; and, which 1s 
very ſurpriſing, have been greatly encouraged 
by thoſe who profeſs to abhor Popery. Now 
fince Papiſts have had the addreſs to get the e- 
ducation of youth into their hands, even when 
they were liable to ſevere penalties for the at- 
tempt, what might we expect if theſe penalties 
| were taken away, and they had but a pretence 
of right? They would ſoon ingroſs the whole 
buſineſs of teaching; and the next generation 
would probably petition for penal laws againſt 
Proteſtant teachers. 
Not only Popiſh teachers have been encou- 
raged, bur Papiſts of every rank and occupa- 
tion; merchants, farmers, tradeſmen, and e- 
ven thoſe in the loweſt rank; ſervants and la- 
bourers. A general indifference about all our | 
rights, ſacred and civil, and about the condi- 
tion of our poſterity, ſeems to have pervaded 
all denominations of Proteſtants in Scotland. 
In vain do we complain of government, of 
magiſtrates, or oy our Clergy, They may be 
to 
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fect of the general infacuation which has ſei- 
zed every rank of men. If we encourage Pa- 
piſts, they will naturally increaſe : and where- 
ever there is a confiderable number of them, 
they will have their own prieſts; and where- 
ever Popiſh prieſts are, they will endeavour to 
make converts, and conſequently will increaſe 
their party. There are abundance of men and 
women in all the great towns in Scotland, and 
alſo in many parts of the country, 1o ignorant 
and void of all religion, that they may be ea- 
fily perſuaded to embrace any profeſſion, — 
Apecully if offers of temporal advantages ac- 
company the attempt to make them take the 
name of ſuch a profeſſion. Nor is this to be 
wondered at, ſince we ſee that the love of gain 
_-prevails with many to deny all religion, and 
to give themſelves up to the practice of the ba- 
ſeſt vices, and the moſt ſcandalous abomina= |} 
tions, Ignorant and careleſs people (ſuch as 
a great many now-a-days profeſs to be) are 
Proper objects for Popiſh prieſts to make con- 
verts of, They ſeldom attempt thoſe who are 
truly religious, and can render a reaſon of 
their faith. Afraid of detection, they dare not 
venture to maintain their tenets and practices 
by argument, eſpecially with thoſe who, be- 
ing acquainted with the holy ſcriptures, can 
confute them. It is with the ignorant only 
that they preſume to engage, and them alone 
they are able to deceive. Hence it is evident, 
| That the increaſe of Papiſts in Scotland is 
in a great meaſure owing to the encourages _ 
— — — ment f 
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ment given them by Proteſtabts. Take away 
This encouragement, and * will e 5 
Pop wy” 12 $50 

An ter to do this effectually, let the mini- 

Aber, elders, heritors, and heads of families, of 
every pariſh 3 in Scotland who have declared a= 
gainſt the repeal, and who approve of ſuch 
declarations, meet by themſelves ; and let 
them make a liſt of the Papiſts within their 
bounds, containing their Names, callings, and 

i places of abode, and-publiſh it, that all men 
may know them; In let each pariſh make a 

| ſolemn public reſolution, to drop all inter- 

f "courſe with Papiſts; particularly bearing, that 
. they will not for the future employ Papiſts in 
[| any bufineſs whatſoever; that they will not 
buy nor ſell with them, nor willingly keep 
them company; and that whoſoever within 
their bounds acts contrary to this reſolution, 
g ſhall be reputed a Papiſt, and dealt with ac- 
| cordingly. 

If all zealous Proteſtants in Scotland hal 
put this ſcheme in practice, the number of Pa- 
piſts will ſoon decreaſe, and conſequently their 

Taffvents decay. Their party is a great deal 
too {mall to ſupport itſelf. It is by our own 
unaccountable indulgence of Papiſts, contrary 
to our laws and religion, that they have crept 
| in amongſt us, and riſen to their preſent ſtate. 

| Whenever we withdraw our ſupport, they will 
| diſappear, or at leaſt dwindle into an inſignifi- 
| cant few: and as long as we behave agreeable 
to Proteſtant principles, and the obligations we 
lie under to ſuppreſs Popery, and 1o preſerve 
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our ſacred and civil rights to ourſelves and o our 


poſterity, Papiſts will never be” able to do us 
much hurt. 
Thus, Gentlemen, have I given you a few 


* whereby the growth of Popery may be 


checked in this kingdom; namely, that ma- 


giſtrates be applied to for baniſhing Po piſh i” 


_ Prieſts, not by ſeizing them ſuddenly, hes by 
giving them warning to depart in peace; and 


if they diſobey, to puniſh them as the laws 
direct : and that all denominations of Proteſt- 


ants withdraw their countenance and ſupport 
from profeſſed Papiſts. Let none ſay, they 


with this ſcheme may be carried into execu- 


tion; let every man do as much to forward it 
as his place and ſtation will permit, and you 
are ſure of ſucceſs. 

The inhabitants of Scotland have not been 


as generally alarmed at any meaſure of go- 


vernment theſe feventy years paſt, as they have 
been at the propoſed repeal of the penal laws 
apainſt Papiſts; and fince, in the. courſe. of 
Providence, we are now Touſed, from our 
drowſy indifference, this is the proper ſeaſon 
to provide for our future ſecurity. 

lt will perhaps be alledged, that 1 8 


8 ſuppreſſing Popery is a kind of perſecution, 


which we profeſs, to abhor. I anſwer, thar 
our abhorrence of perſecution cannot oblige us 
to reſign our rights and privileges, and quiet- 
ly ſuffer our enemies to ruin us and our po- 


ſterity. If Papiſts could exiſt in our country 


without hurting us, we ſhould be quiet; bus 
as this is impofſible, we are obliged, in gur 
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own defenec, to ſuppreſs poßery, and drive | 
What is 
1 is at moſt a very eaſy kind of ba- 


Poptſh prieſts out of our country. 


niſhment, not from their native country, but 
from a place they have lately crept into, con- 


trary to law. It muſt be Howell chat khis is 5 
4 very mild perſecution, if it deſerves the 
name. Compare this with the proceedings of 


Papiſts in Scotland, when they were many, 


and Proteſtants very few, and the mildnefs or: 


our propoſal will appear, 
In the years 1540 and 1541, the Popiſh clergy 


made a lit of 720 Earls, Lords, Barons, Gen- 


flemen, Burgeſſes, and Craftſmen, whom they 


accuſed of reading the Old and New Tefta- 
ment in Engliſh, and other crimes of the ſame. 
” kind. They preſented this liſt to King James V. 
begging Kn to aſſiſt them in bringing theſe 


men to ſuffer capital puniſhment. Take the 


ſtory as it ſtands in Pitſcottie's hiftory, laſt e- 
dition, p. 256. The Topiſh biſſiops addrefs 


the King thus : 
If you will do juſtice, as we ſhall drift 


64 upon thir heretics, which we have given 


you in bill, who are great readers of the 


Old and New Teſtament in Engliſh, with 
© ſundry other points of delation FRceufation! 


which we ſhall- give unto you; for we ſhall 
may ſafely have their lands, heritages, and 


confiſcation, for their wicked lives, and re- 
© bellion a gainſt the kirk, and our holy fa- 


ther the pe. Therefore give us a tempo- 


"Ta 


take upon us, and our conſciences, that you 


moveable "00s, whole in your hands, by 
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= " ral judge, that ſhall etecute aſtice, and bar 


to execution thir wicked herericks” 
Ihe King anſwers thus : e 
My Lords, I would fain that ye had jus 


« tice, that the holy kirk might be defended, 


* and the liberty thereof; therefore name and 
„ chuſe a judge at your owt: pleaſure, whom 
ye think will execute juſtice moft ſharply 


reties; and I ſhall command him, and give 
him my power, that whomever ye delate as 


In this manner did the Papiſts, when in 
power, treat Proteſtants. 

In what has been ſaid, it is taken for nen 
that Popery is a ſyſtem of vile ſuperſtition, di- 


realy contrary to the word of God; Full proof 


of this might eafily be produced; but as it has 
been often done by: many learned drvines, both 
of our own country and foreigners, at differ- 
ent times fince the year 1540, it ſeems unne- 
ceffary to enter into the diſpute at this time. 
Religion 1s that make and duty which 


men, as rational creatures, owe to their crea- 


tor, preſerver, and benefactor; and is to be 


5 regulated according to che will of God a 


e, rites, the R defi of which-4 is, 


to make the Biſhop of Rome an univerſal mo- 


narch. - There is, therefore, no more religion 
in Popery, properly ſo called, than there was 
in that ſyſtem of policy, whereby the ancient 
Romans endeavoured to conquer the wr 
wor 


and rigorouſly, for puniſhing of theſe he- 


a heretic, to burn him, and put him o 
death at your pleaſure.” 
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world, and keep it in ſubjeion.: A Papiſt, in 


the full ſenſe of the word, as a creature devoted 


to the Pope, is an n to J Ch to his 

church, and goſpel. * £374 
It would. be- in vain to advide; private. Chri- 

Mans to read great volumes, wherein they 


would ſee the truth of this aſſertion fully pro- 
ven. Many want education and time for ſuch 
a a laborious taſk; I ſhall therefore direct ſuch 


as deſire information to a ſmall pamphlet, call- 


ed the Proteſtant Catechiſm, printed at Dum- 
fries in the year 1778, wherein there is a {ſhort 
but very juſt account of the principal errors of 
Popery, together with a few ſimple but well- 


choſen arguments, proving, — the whole 


ſyſtem of Popery is without foundation in the 
word of God, and conſequently contrary to 
that ſyſtem of Chriſtianity delivered by Jeſus 
Chriſt and his apoſtles. This little book may 
be. had for twopence, and may be read through 
in leſs than two hours; is well calculated for 
giving information to the unlearned, and to 


ſuch as have not time or acceſs to read large 


books on the ſubject. At the end of the book 


we have the Pope's creed; a fight of which is 


ſufficient to cure any Chriſtian of all attach- 

ment to Popery, and of an inclination to tole- 
rate the exerciſe of that fuperſtition in abr 
Proteſtant country. 


Let no man plead for Popery as if it were 


an indifferent thing. To be a Papiſt, or an 


advocate for the toleration of it, is to depart 


From the ſervice of God, and worſhip idols; 
and to ſuch God ſaith, Joſh, xxiii. 16. * When 


& ye 


nn 8 80 _ * . * 9 ir 
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« ye have cane che covenant bs rhe” 
Lord your God, which he commanded you, 
and have gone and ſerved other gods, and 
bowed yourſelves to them: then ſhall the 
anger of the Lord be kindled againſt you, 


and ye ſhall periſh quickly from off the good 
land which he hath given unto you.” 


I am, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your friend, and brother 


PROTESTANT. 
Edinburgh, 8th March 1779. 
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